
By Nick Jimenez, Social Justice Team member and UT Rhetoric student  

T he Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration was more than just an 
annual event, it was an experience—one which I will remember as 

strong and alive, despite the drizzling rain and cold winds that accompanied 
the morning. Anyone who attended the march could give witness to a band 
of individuals and groups that all came together for the purpose of 
remembering one of the greatest 
civil liberty and peace makers of 
American history. 

Gathering in front of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. statue on the East 
Mall, great orators gave talks about 
how King continues to live on in 
our lives today. Also, a groovy 
acapella choir sang about how they 
wanted to be “born again” and then 
all the marchers were off, energized 
to make the trek all the way to the 
steps before  the Capitol. 

Upon arriving there, the group was 
met by many esteemed African-
Americans who gave homage to the fact that city planning and law 
enforcement positions were indeed being filled through diversity of race. 
However, they gave testament to how we should not be happy with just that 
progress. Many of the speakers reminded us that currently a third of 
children were not graduating high school in Austin, how poverty abounded, 
class gaps grew wider, and how the Iraq war still reigned on. Where was the 
social justice in that? How could we be satisfied with anything until peace 
and equality ruled the land? We couldn’t and so all present there were given 
the opportunity to remember how each and every one of us matters when it 
comes to preserving fellowship in our community and in each others lives. 
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The Menu 
“But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind and you will be blessed. 
Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous” Luke 14:13-14 

What is the  Social 
Justice Team?  

SJ Team Mission statement:  
The UCC Social Justice Team 
connects what we experience at Mass 
to how we live. We serve the 
common good through works of 
m e r c y  f o r  t h e  p o o r  a n d 
vulnerable.  We also work to 
eliminate the conditions that create 
the need for charity by advocating for 
just social policy and education of the 
community.  
 

Join us at meetings 
this semester! 

 

We meet each Monday 6:30-
7:30PM in the Mother Teresa room.  

We focus on: 

**Studying scripture’s call for justice 

**Education through discussing 
current events & studying Catholic 
Social Teaching 

**Partnering with Maryhouse 
Catholic Worker, a home for  the 
chronically ill homeless  

**Taking action in letter writing 
campaigns and other events 

**Planning educational opportunities 
around the UCC 
 

We always welcome new faces in        
our community!  

Chef’s Special:  

     
   UCC Social Justice Team members marched 
at the 2008 MLK Day Celebration to honor the 
work of the Civil Rights movement and show 
solidarity with people working for justice today.  

” 

“      Paul said to the officers:  They beat 
us publicly without a trial, even though 
we are Roman citizens, and threw us 
into prison. And now do they want to 
get rid of us quietly? No! Let them come 
themselves and escort us out.           
   —Acts 16:37 

What Does Scripture Say? Who Would Jesus Vote For?  

     According to the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
responsible citizenship is a virtue and participation in political life a 
moral obligation. The SJTeam is hosting a voter registration drive 
Jan. 27th after all Masses. If you are not registered in Travis County, 
do so that day. It only takes a moment and will allow you to vote in 
the Texas primaries on Mar. 4. Stop by the table, too, to learn more 
about what the Church says about faithful citizenship.  
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sjteam@utcatholic.org.  

Like what you see?  
Want to become a part of it?  

A group committed to promoting justice 
around the UCC & in the community 
produces this newsletter, looks for 
opportunities to do charity and justice, 
leads workshops and hosts events. If you 
would like to help, have ideas to add, or 
have a submission for the newsletter,  
send an email to 

Volunteer with MICAH 6 FOOD PANTRY 

 

     The Micah 6 Pantry is located in the basement of the University Baptist Church on Guadalupe 
and 22nd and is open Thurs. evening 6-7PM and Sat. morning 10:30-11:30AM.   Members of the 
community are encouraged to donate groceries an plastic bags to the bin at the UCC.  Volunteer 
shifts are Thurs. morning, afternoon, and evening and Sat. morning, and you don’t need to be 
signed up to help out! Visit http://micah6austin.org for more info. 

El Salvador Immersion Trip 
Hosts Bake Sale & 

Adopt-a-Missionary 1/27 
after all Masses 

     This Spring Break, UCC students 
will be taking a totally new 
immersion trip to El Salvador. Trip 
delegates will be living in solidarity 
with rural Salvadoran peoples and 
participating in house construction, 
cultural exchange, social justice 
education and spiritual reflection. 
This year’s trip is considerably more 
expensive than in years past, so your 
support is greatly appreciated. 
Delegates are available for adoption 
for $40 but any donation makes a 
difference. Thank you for your 
prayers and support! 

     If you can't support the bake sale 
on 1/27, stop by after any Mass at 
St. Austin Church on 2/9-10 to 
support the sale and adoption.  
Visit www.fscca.net for more info about 
the delegation.  

Save the Date! 
 

     
The SJTeam will sell fair trade 
chocolates, coffee & flowers 
for Valentine's Day after all 
Masses on Feb. 10. Learn about 
the importance of buying fair 
trade and bring cash to make a 
purchase for that special 
someone.  
More info about fair trade can be 
found at www.crsfairtrade.org.  

The Student/Farmworker The Student/Farmworker The Student/Farmworker The Student/Farmworker 
Alliance to host the Coalition Alliance to host the Coalition Alliance to host the Coalition Alliance to host the Coalition 
of Immokalee Workers (CIW)  of Immokalee Workers (CIW)  of Immokalee Workers (CIW)  of Immokalee Workers (CIW)  
in Austin!in Austin!in Austin!in Austin!    
The CIW (ciw-online.org) is a 
community-based worker organization 
in Immokalee, Florida whose members 
are immigrants working in low-wage 
jobs. Through its Campaign for Fair 
Food, the CIW leads a broad 
movement to hold the retail food 
industry responsible for human rights 
violations. This effort has resulted in 
precedent-setting agreements with Yum 
Brands (owner of Taco Bell) and 
McDonald’s to improve wages and 

conditions for Florida tomato pickers. The CIW is seeking  similar accords 
with Burger King, Chipotle. and Austin-based Whole Foods. 
 

Thurs., Feb 7PM Keynote address at the 28th Annual Student Conference on 
Latin America  at the Thompson Conference Center 1.110, UT campus  
Fri., Feb 8, 8PM Photography Exhibit and Fundraiser. CIW documentary 
photographer Alan Pogue hosts a special exhibit on Florida farmworkers and the 
Campaign for Fair Food at 1604 E. 11th St. 
Sat., Feb 9, 3PM Burger King Protest. Serfs up, Kings down! 
March begins at MLK statue on UT campus (East Mall) and ends at Burger King 
(2700 Guadalupe St.).  
Sun., Feb. 10, 5-8PM Fair Food Dinner: Includes free Dinner, music, and a 
special presentation from the CIW at St. James Episcopal Church at 3707 E. MLK  

     

Prayer for Ash Wednesday  
Jesus invites us to walk with him during 
Lent, meeting and being present with the 
humble and poor. 
Let us walk his way with joy. 
Jesus beckons us to a way of risk, 
letting go of our security. 
Let us walk his way with joy. 
Jesus challenges us to listen to the voices 
of those who have nothing to lose. 
Let us walk his way with joy. 
Jesus points us to a way of self-giving, 
where power and status are overturned. 

 

Let us walk his way with joy. 
Jesus calls us to follow the way of the 
cross, where despair is transformed by 
the promise of new life. 
Let us walk his way with joy. 
 

This prayer was adapted from a prayer by 
Jan Berry, based on Mark 9:34-37, 10:17-
31, 12:14-44, & Luke 14:12-14, 22:24-27. It 
was first published in the book, Bread of 
Tomorrow: Prayers for the Church Year. 
Source: www.educationforjustice.org 
 

(Ash Wednesday is Feb. 6th) 


